Summary to the Decision no.8-rp/2003 of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine as of April 10, 2003

The first part of Article 7 of the Civil Code specifies that "a citizen or an organization is entitled to require in court the disproof of information, which is invalid or is stated truthless, discredits their honor, dignity or business reputation or damages their interests, unless the individual who disseminated such information proves the validity thereof".

The Constitutional Court of Ukraine held that appeals of citizens to law enforcement bodies, which contain certain information on non-observance of the laws by officials or servants, shall be transferred or notified with the purpose of their check by other officials lawfully authorized thereto rather than with the purpose to publicize such information or individual citizens. Therefore, such appeals, by implication of the first part of Article 7 of the Civil Code may not be deemed dissemination of information which discredits honor, dignity or business reputation or damages the interests officials or servants of law enforcement bodies.

At the same time, availability in the appeals to law enforcement bodies of deliberately false information shall entail disciplinary, civil, administrative or criminal liability in conformity with the laws of Ukraine.

