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Head-notes:

Disputed resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine in part of establishing charges for use of schoolbooks in general educational public and communal educational institutions are inconsistent with requirements of Article 53 of the Constitution of Ukraine.

Summary:

Right to education for every person is fixed by part one of Article 53 of the Constitution of Ukraine.

Having performed systemic analysis of Article 53 of the Constitution of Ukraine, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine states that provisions of parts one, two thereof recognize the right of every person to education and fix mandatory nature of full general secondary education. This means that the mandatory nature of such education concerns not only pupils but also their parents, who should arrange conditions for education, development of child and getting full general secondary education by the latter, as well as it concerns the State, which is obliged to provide possibility for everyone to have full general secondary education.

According to contents of the effective laws of Ukraine on full general secondary education, the education is acquired, in the first place, by use of schoolbooks as means of meeting educational and tutorial objectives set for general educational schooling institutions. Effectiveness of such education depends on securing access by pupils to schoolbooks since availability or unavailability of the latter is an important criterion of quality of education.

Schoolbook is a traditional, integrating and organizing means of mastering knowledge by pupils. Providing by the State free use of schoolbooks by pupils is a guarantee of getting mandatory full general secondary education, its affordability and delivery free of charge at public and communal educational institutions.

General quantity of conventional schoolbooks and volume of state order for issue of printed products for needs of general educational institutions of state and communal forms of ownership are determined by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. Issuance of schoolbooks is performed at the cost of the State Budget of Ukraine.

Therefore, free of charge use of schoolbooks is one of State guarantees of acquiring full general secondary education at public and communal educational institutions. 
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