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Headnotes:
The Law on the Ratification of the European Charter of Regional or of Minority Languages 1992, dated 24 December 1999, was found to be unconstitutional, due to the failure to comply with requirements related to the procedure of its signing. The provisions of Article 7.1 of the Law on International Treaties of the Ukraine were also found to be unconstitutional in so far as the procedure it laid down for signing a law on the ratification by the Ukraine of an international treaty failed to comply with the constitutional provisions on the counter-signature and promulgation of laws by the President.

Summary:

The procedures for the signing and official publication of the laws are clearly regulated in Article 94 of the Constitution, pursuant to which a law adopted by Parliament shall be signed by the Chairman of Parliament and shall be submitted by him without any delay to the President; within fifteen days of receiving the law, the President shall either sign and promulgate this law, or return it with substantiated proposals to Parliament for reconsideration; if the law is not returned for reconsideration by the President within the stated period, it shall be treated as approved by the President and shall be signed and published; if in the course of reconsideration, the law is adopted unchanged by Parliament by a majority of at least two-thirds of its members, the President shall be obliged to sign and promulgate the law within ten days; the law shall come into force ten days after the date of its promulgation, unless otherwise provided by the law; however, it may only come into force on or after the date of its publication.

The Constitution does not provide for any exceptions from these rules with respect to the signing and promulgation of laws dealing with the ratification of international treaties.

The Law on International Treaties of the Ukraine establishes that international treaties of the Ukraine shall be ratified by Parliament "through approval of a special law on ratification, which shall be signed by the Chairman of Parliament" (Article 7.1). Contrary to the requirements of Article 94 of the Constitution, this Law does not provide for the delivery of such a law to the President for its counter-signing and promulgation immediately after its signing by the Chairman of Parliament.

The signing of a law on ratification by the Chairman of Parliament in accordance with Article 7.1 of the Law is read in fact as a sufficient and final action, to be followed by promulgation. This contravenes the requirements of Article 94 of the Constitution. Thus the provisions of Article 7 of the Law are inconsistent with the Constitution as they lay down a procedure for signing a law on ratification of an international treaty of the Ukraine.

Language:

Ukrainian.

